Stereotactic Brain Operations: methods, clinical aspects, indications. T Riechert pp 387 DM 192 Bern: Hans Huber 1980 The names of Riechert, Mundinger and Hassler and the work of their group in Freiberg will aways be remembered by those interested in the origins and subsequent developments of stereotaxic surgery. This book by the senior member is a most comprehensive and beautifully produced account from every point of view. It deals in considerable detail with stereotaxic instrumentation and operative technique, including such important aspects as the construction and use of electrodes designed for different purposes and methods of lesion making, with a separate chapter on the use of radioactive isotopes. Although there is a good historical account of the early advances and due credit is given to Spiegel and Wycis, not unnaturally the instrument first described by Riechert and Wolff and developed by Riechert and Mundinger and its associated radiology receive the fullest attention. In addition to the commoner indications for stereotaxic surgery, such as the disorders of the extrapyramidal system and the treatment of pain, there is an interesting section on 'open' stereotaxic procedures for such indications as the removal of intracranial foreign bodies and the treatment of vascular tumours and aneurysms. There is a similar detailed description of operations for pituitary tumours, including a combined trans-sphenoidal and 'open' stereotaxic procedure.
One of the great virtues of this book is that it provides an authoritative assessment of the results which can reasonably be expected from stereotaxic surgery in competent hands, as it is based on the experience and careful review over many years of almost 5000 stereotaxic operations. The presentation and illustrations are of the highest quality and it is a pity that such an excellent work should be slightly marred by linguistic errors which could easily have been corrected by an English subeditor. Thus, I take it that 'the native x-ray picture', which is frequently referred to, means a plain X-ray. Despite the quaint English style, this book is a masterpiece of its subject and can be recommended to those engaged in stereotaxic surgery and to a wider neurological audience interested in the results of these techniques in the treatment of extrapyramidal disorders, of certain tumours, particularly of the pituitary, the treatment of chronic pain, of epilepsy and of certain psychiatric conditions. Professor Riechert is to be congratulated on this magnificent presentation of an important part of his life's work.
JOHN HANKINSON

Professor of Neurosurgery Newcastle General Hospital
The Pathology of the Heart 2nd edn E G J Olsen pp 402 £35 London: Macmillan Press 1980 In the seven years since the first edition of this book appeared, there have been many advances in cardiac pathology and this second edition is almost twice the size of the first. Dr Olsen has retained the clarity of presentation of the first edition and much of the original text is unchanged although all sections have been revised and updated. The sections on ultrastructure, quantitation and hypertrophy are now considerably expanded as is the chapter on endocarditis. There is a completely new chapter on cardiac involvement in the genetically-determined connective tissue diseases and the mitral valve prolapse syndrome. The number of references for each chapter is also greatly increased. There are relatively few new illustrations other than electron micrographs, but the rather variable standard of reproduction in the first edition has now been corrected.
The most valuable parts of any single author textbook are most likely to be those subjects on which the author has worked personally. Dr Olsen's contributions to the world literature on cardiomyopathy, pulmonary hypertension and the histopathology of ischaemic heart disease are familiar to most cardiologists and pathologists with an interest in cardiovascular diseases, and these chapters appropriately reflect his personal interest.
This edition deserves to continue the success of the first, but the fivefold price increase may well deter many who would otherwise wish to add it to their personal bookshelves. 
